:ies 



NATIONAL CENTER for 
EDUCATION STATISTICS 



Institute of Education Sciences 



BI7i 



School 

Survey 

On 

Crime & 
Safety 



Crime, Violence, 
Discipline, and Safety 
in U.S. Public Schools 

Findings From the School 
Survey on Crime and Safety: 
2003-04 



U.S. Department of Education 

NCES 2007-302 



FIRST LOOK 





t 



les 



NATIONAL CENTER for 
EDUCATION STATISTICS 



Institute of Education Sciences 



ma 



School 

Survey 

On 

Crime & 
Safety 



U.S. Department of Education 

NCES 2007-302 



Crime, Violence, 
Discipline, and Safety 
in U.S. Public Schools 

Findings From the School 
Survey on Crime and Safety: 
2003-04 



December 2006 



FIRST LOOK 



Paul Guerino 

Education Statistics Services Institute - 
American Institutes for Research 

Michael D. Hurwitz 
Margaret E. Noonan 
Sarah M. Kaffenberger 

Formerly of Education Statistics Services Institute - 
American Institutes for Research 

Kathryn Chandler 

Project Officer 

National Center for Education Statistics 




U.S. Department of Education 

Margaret Spellings 

Secretary 

Institute of Education Sciences 

Grover J. Whitehurst 

Director 

National Center for Education Statistics 

Mark Schneider 

Commissioner 

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is the primary federal entity for collecting, analyzing, 
and reporting data related to education in the United States and other nations. It fulfills a congressional 
mandate to collect, collate, analyze, and report full and complete statistics on the condition of education 
in the United States; conduct and publish reports and specialized analyses of the meaning and significance 
of such statistics; assist state and local education agencies in improving their statistical systems; and review 
and report on education activities in foreign countries. 

NCES activities are designed to address high-priority education data needs; provide consistent, reliable, 
complete, and accurate indicators of education status and trends; and report timely, useful, and high- 
quality data to the U.S. Department of Education, the Congress, the states, other education policymakers, 
practitioners, data users, and the general public. Unless specifically noted, all information contained herein 
is in the public domain. 

We strive to make our products available in a variety of formats and in language that is appropriate to a 
variety of audiences. You, as our customer, are the best judge of our success in communicating information 
effectively. If you have any comments or suggestions about this or any other NCES product or report, we 
would like to hear from you. Please direct your comments to 

National Center for Education Statistics 
Institute of Education Sciences 
U. S. Department of Education 
1 990 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20006-5651 

December 2006 

The NCES World Wide Web Home Page address is http://nces.ed.aov . 

The NCES World Wide Web Electronic Catalog is http://nces.ed.aov/pubsearch . 

Suggested Citation 

Guerino, P, Hurwitz, M.D., Noonan, M.E., and Kaffenberger, S.M, (2006). Crime, Violence, Discipline, and 
Safety in U.S, Public Schools: Findings from the School Survey on Crime and Safety: 2003-04 (NCES 2007-302). 
U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Washington, DC: U.S. Government 
Printing Office. 

For ordering information on this report, write to 

U.S. Department of Education 

ED Pubs 

P.O. Box 1398 

Jessup, MD 20794-1398 

or call toll free 1 -877-4ED-Pubs or order online at http://www.edpubs.ora . 

Content Contact 

Kathryn Chandler 
(202) 502-7486 
kathrvn.chandler@ed.gov 




Acknowledgments 



The authors would like to extend special thanks to the U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools (OSDFS) for funding this survey. 

Much of the work for this report was performed by staff at the Education Statistics 
Services Institute, which is funded by the National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES; contract number ED05C00044) and composed of staff from the American 
Institutes for Research (AIR) and a number of partner organizations. The authors would 
like to acknowledge the following individuals from ESSI for their assistance with 
analysis, editorial comments, and guidance: Sandy Eyster and Lynn Bauer of AIR, Kacey 
Lee Nolle of MacroSys Research and Technology (MacroSys), Sze-Wei Tang of Quality 
Information Partners, Inc., and Jill F. Devoe, formerly of AIR. Other AIR staff, including 
Robert Stillwell, Tom Nachazel, and David Miller, contributed to the technical and 
editorial review of this report. Cover graphics and production were provided by Elina 
Hartwell and Michael Rollins of AIR and Kalle Medhurst of MacroSys. 

Michael Wiatrowski, Michelle Coon, and Tom Snyder of NCES, William Modzeleski 
and Maria Worthen of OSDFS, and David Hoaglin of Abt Associates Inc. reviewed this 
report and offered their guidance. Zeyu Xu and Alison Slade of AIR, Stephen Hooker of 
MacroSys, and Bruce Taylor of NCES provided a technical review. 




Contents 



Page 



Acknowledgments iii 

List of Tables vi 

Introduction 1 

Selected Findings: 2003-04 School Year 2 

Estimate Tables 3 

Appendix A: Standard Error Tables A-l 

Appendix B: Methodology and Technical Notes B-l 

Appendix C: Description of Variables C-l 

Appendix D: 2003-04 School Survey on Crime and Safety Instrument D-l 



v 




List of Tables 



Table Page 

Estimate Tables 

1 . Number and percentage of public schools reporting incidents of crime that occurred at 
school, the number of incidents, and the rate of incidents per 1,000 students, by incident 

type and selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 5 

2. Number and percentage of public schools reporting student threats of physical attack and 
incidents of robbery that occurred at school, the number of incidents, and the rate of 
incidents per 1,000 students, by selected school characteristics: School year 2003- 

04 6 

3. Number and percentage of public schools reporting distribution of illegal drugs, 
possession or use of alcohol or illegal drugs, and incidents of vandalism at school, the 
number of incidents reported, and the rate of incidents per 1,000 students, by selected 

school characteristics: School year 2003-04 7 

4. Number and percentage of public schools reporting incidents of hate crime and gang- 
related crime at school, the number of incidents reported, and the rate of incidents per 

1,000 students, by selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 8 

5. Percentage of public schools reporting selected types of disciplinary problems occurring at 
school daily or at least once a week, or at all, by selected school characteristics: School 

year 2003-04 9 

6. Number of students involved in the use or possession of a weapon other than a firearm at 
school, and the number and percentage of students receiving various disciplinary actions, 

by selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 10 

7. Percentage distribution of public schools reporting selected percentages of parents or 

guardians who attended an open house or back-to-school night or regularly scheduled 
parent-teacher conferences, by selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 11 

8. Percentage of public schools reporting the use of selected violence prevention program 

components, by selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 12 

9. Number and percentage of public schools with a written plan for responding to at least one 
crisis situation and the percentage of schools with a written plan for a specific crisis that 

also drilled students on that plan, by selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 13 

10. Percentage of public schools reporting that their efforts to reduce or prevent crime at 
school were limited in a major way, a minor way, or not at all, by selected factors: School 

year 2003-04 14 



VI 




Standard Error Tables 



A-l . Standard errors for the number and percentage of public schools reporting incidents of 

crime that occurred at school, the number of incidents, and the rate of incidents per 1,000 
students, by incident type and selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 A-3 

A-2. Standard errors for the number and percentage of public schools reporting student threats 
of physical attack and incidents of robbery that occurred at school, the number of 
incidents, and the rate of incidents per 1,000 students, by selected school characteristics: 

School year 2003-04 A-4 

A-3. Standard errors for the number and percentage of public schools reporting distribution of 
illegal drugs, possession or use of alcohol or illegal drugs, and incidents of vandalism at 
school, the number of incidents reported, and the rate of incidents per 1,000 students, by 
selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 A- 5 

A-4. Standard errors for the number and percentage of public schools reporting incidents of 

hate crime and gang-related crime at school, the number of incidents reported, and the rate 
of incidents per 1,000 students, by selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 A-6 

A-5. Standard errors for the percentage of public schools reporting selected types of 

disciplinary problems occurring at school daily or at least once a week, or at all, by 

selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 A- 7 

A-6. Standard errors for the number of students involved in the use or possession of a weapon 
other than a firearm at school, and the number and percentage of students receiving 
various disciplinary actions, by selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 A-8 

A-l . Standard errors for the percentage distribution of public schools reporting selected 

percentages of parents or guardians who attended an open house or back-to-school night 
or regularly scheduled parent-teacher conferences, by selected school characteristics: 

School year 2003-04 A-9 

A-8. Standard errors for the percentage of public schools reporting the use of selected violence 

prevention program components, by selected school characteristics: School year 2003-04 .... A-10 

A-9. Standard errors for the number and percentage of public schools with a written plan for 

responding to at least one crisis situation and the percentage of schools with a written plan 

for a specific crisis that also drilled students on that plan, by selected school 

characteristics: School year 2003-04 A-l 1 

A-10. Standard errors for the percentage of public schools reporting that their efforts to reduce or 
prevent crime at school were limited in a major way, a minor way, or not at all, by 
selected factors: School year 2003-04 A-12 

Methodology and Technical Notes Table 

B-l. Unweighted and weighted unit response rates, by selected school characteristics, School 

Survey on Crime and Safety, 2004 B-8 



vii 




Introduction 



This report presents findings on crime and violence in regular public schools 1 in the 
United States, using data from the 2003-04 School Survey on Crime and Safety 
(SSOCS:2004). First administered in the 1999-2000 school year, SSOCS provides 
information about school crime-related topics from the perspective of school 
administrators. Developed by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and 
supported by the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools, SSOCS asks public school 
principals about the frequency of criminal incidents in their schools, such as physical 
attacks, robberies, and thefts. Portions of this survey also focus on school programs, 
disciplinary actions, and the policies implemented to prevent and reduce crime in schools. 

SSOCS:2004 is based on a nationally representative stratified random sample of 3,743 
U.S. public schools. Questionnaires were mailed to principals on March 1, 2004, and data 
collection continued through June 4, 2004. A total of 2,772 public primary, middle, high, 
and combined schools provided useable questionnaires leading to an unweighted 
response rate of approximately 75 percent. When the responding schools were weighted 
to account for their original sampling probabilities, the response rate increased to 
approximately 77 percent. A nonresponse bias analysis was performed because the 
weighted response weight was less than 85 percent. For more information about the 
methodology and design of SSOCS, including the results of the nonresponse bias 
analysis, please see the Methodology and Technical Notes in appendix B of this report. 

Because the purpose of this report is to introduce new NCES data through the 
presentation of tables containing descriptive information, only select findings are listed 
below. These key points have been chosen to demonstrate the range of information 
available when using SSOCS:2004 data rather than discuss all of the observed 
differences. 

The tables in this report contain totals and percentages generated from bivariate cross- 
tabulation procedures. All of the results are weighted. Comparisons drawn in the bullets 
have been tested for statistical significance at the .05 level using Student’s t statistics to 
ensure that the differences are larger than those that might be expected due to sampling 
variation. Many of the variables examined are related to one another, and complex 
interactions and relationships have not been explored. Many substantively minor 
differences may be statistically significant because of the large sample size. Thus, only 
differences of 5 percentage points or more between groups are discussed in this report. 

More information about the SSOCS survey and other SSOCS products can be found at 
http://nces.ed.gov/survevs/ssocs . 



1 The term “regular public schools” excludes special education schools, vocational schools, alternative 
schools (e.g., adult continuing education schools and remedial schools), Department of Defense schools, 
ungraded schools, and schools sponsored by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
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